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Abstract — This paper presents the study results of the Self-
complementary Bow-tie Antenna (SCBT-antenna) for 
microwave imaging. The most important milestones are to 
select the optimal antenna characteristics for MWI and to 
model and simulate the array element using specialized 
software packages. The antenna was modelled on an aluminum 
nitride substrate with a dielectric constant of 8.6 and thickness 
of 1.5 mm. The breast phantom was presented as a 
parallelepiped with dimensions of 100x100x52 mm, which 
consist two layers (adipose tissue and 2 mm thickness skin) and 
a spherical inclusion imitating the tumor. The simulation 
results obtained from CST software showed a 10 dB return 
loss bandwidth from 1.75 to 2.36 GHz in free space and 1.45-
1.77 GHz when the antenna was placed at the proximity of the 
tissue. Penetration depth was approximately 30-40 mm. 
Further investigation of the antenna is required using 
phantoms with more anatomical details. 

Index Terms — Antenna design, CST simulation, Bow-tie 
Antenna, tumor detection, dielectric inhomogeneity detection. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The development and improvement of imaging modalities 
for the early detection of breast cancer remains an active area 
of research. Microwave imaging has attracted significant 
research interest as a novel modality for breast cancer 
detection that presents important advantages over other 
techniques currently applied in clinical practice [1], [2]. 

It is known that the dielectric properties of normal and 
malignant breast tissues differ even at the earliest stage of 
tumor genesis [3]. Thus, microwave imaging, which detects 
dielectric in the medium, could be used for early stage breast 
tumor detection. 

This paper presents the study results of the Self-
complementary Bow-tie Antenna (SCBT-antenna) for 
microwave imaging. The most important milestones are to 
select the optimal antenna characteristics for MWI and to 
model and simulate the array element using specialized 
software packages. 

II. ANTENNA DESIGN 

The antenna design is a modification of the simple 
triangular monopole antenna [4]: the ground plane was 
extended and a mirror triangular slot was added, while the 
microstrip feed line was bended by 90 degrees. The antenna 
was modelled on an aluminum nitride substrate (60 mm x 85 
mm) with a dielectric constant of 8.6 and thickness of 1.5 

mm. The high epsilon substrate was used in order to achieve 
good matching with the tissue. Geometry of the antenna and 
screenshot of the model are shown in Fig. 1, 2. 

 
Fig. 1. Geometry of the self-complementary bow-tie antenna 

(SCBT-antenna). 
 

 
Fig. 2. Screenshot of the model in CST Studio Suite. 

 
The breast phantom was modelled as a parallelepiped 

comprising a layer of skin (2mm thick) and a layer of adipose 
tissue (50 mm thick). The tissues’ dielectric properties were 
found in literature [5]. Additionally, a tumor mimicking small 
spherical inclusion of 5 mm radius was placed in the adipose 
tissue at a 2 mm distance from the skin. The dielectric 
contrast of the tumor to the fat tissue was 10:1. The antenna 
was placed with its small side (60 mm) lying on the tissue 
surface of 100 mm x100 mm. 

III. RESULTS 

The setup was modelled with CST Microwave Studio® in 
the 0.1 – 4 GHz range and the S11 and E-field results are 
displayed in Fig. 3 and 4 respectively.  

The simulation results obtained from the CST software 
showed a 10 dB return loss bandwidth of 1.75 to 2.36 GHz 

2017 IEEE International Conference on Microwaves, Antennas, Communications and Electronic Systems (COMCAS)

978-1-5386-3169-0/17/$31.00 ©2017 IEEE

Anishchenko
Машинописный текст
This paper is a postprint of the paper submitted to and accepted for publication in IEEE Xplore and is a subject to IEEE Copyrigth.
The copy record is available at IEEE Xplore Digital Library.




in free space and 1.45-1.77 GHz with tissue (Fig. 3). The 
presence of the tumor resulted to a clear drop of 5 dB at the 
antenna’s reflection coefficient (Fig. 3c). The E-field 
distribution inside the tissue is displayed in Fig. 4. The color 
map was clamped to a maximum of 200 V/m. Penetration 
depth was approximately 30-40 mm. The lower cut-off 
frequency was 1.45 GHz and good penetration into the tissue 
was achieved without immersing the antenna into a matching 
medium. Further investigation of the antenna is required 
using phantoms with more anatomical details. 
 

 

 

 
Fig. 3. Simulated return loss: (a) without phantom; (b) phantom

without inclusion; (c) phantom with 10 mm inclusion. 
 

 

 
Fig. 4. E-field distributions of the SCBT-antenna: (a) without

inclusion; (b) with 10 mm inclusion. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

The simulation results obtained from CST software showed 
a 10 dB return loss bandwidth from 1.75 to 2.36 GHz in free 
space and 1.45-1.77 GHz when the antenna was placed at the 
proximity of the tissue. Penetration depth was approximately 
30-40 mm. Further investigation of the antenna is required 
using phantoms with more anatomical details. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The results, published in the article, have been obtained in 
the framework of the implementation of the project part of the 
Russian Foundation for Basic Research (grant No. 26 16-37-
00276) and in the framework of Short-Term Scientific 
Mission programme in MediWiSe (COST Action TD 1301 – 
MiMed). 

REFERENCES 

[1] M. Koutsoupidou, I.S. Karanasiou, C.G. Kakoyiannis, E. 
Groumpas, C. Conessa, N. Joa-chimowicz, and B. Duchene, 
“Evaluation of a tumor detection microwave system with a 
realistic breast phantom”, Microwave and Optical Technology 
Letters, vol. 59, no. 1, pp. 6-10, 2017. 

[2] L.N. Anishchenko, A.A. Demendeev, S.I. Ivashov, V.V. 
Razevig, I.A. Vasiliev, and T.D. Bechtel, Holographic radar in 
breast cancer imaging, 2012 IEEE National Radar Conference 
- Proceedings, art. no. 6212284, pp. 1004-1007, 2012. 

[3] M. Lazebnik, L. McCartney, D. Popovic, C.B. Watkins, M.J. 
Lindstrom, J. Harter, S. Se-wall, A. Magliocco, J.H. Booske, 
M. Okoniewski, and S.C. Hagness, “A large – scale study of 
the ultrawideband microwave dielectric properties of normal 
breast tissue obtained from reduction surgeries”, Physics in 
Medicine and Biology, vol. 52, pp. 2637-2656, 2007. 

[4] K.H. Sayidmarie, and Y.A. Fadhel, “A planar self-
complementary bow-tie antenna for UWB applications”, 
Progress In Electromagnetics Research C, vol. 35, pp. 253–
267, 2013. 

[5] D. Andreuccetti, R. Fossi, and C. Petrucci, “An Internet 
resource for the calculation of the dielectric properties of body 
tissues in the frequency range 10 Hz - 100 GHz”, IFAC-CNR, 
Florence (Italy), 1997. Based on data published by C.Gabriel 
et al. in 1996. URL: http://niremf.ifac.cnr.it/tissprop/. 

a 

b 

c 

a 

b

2017 IEEE International Conference on Microwaves, Antennas, Communications and Electronic Systems (COMCAS)



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /BookAntiqua
    /BookAntiqua-Bold
    /BookAntiqua-BoldItalic
    /BookAntiqua-Italic
    /BookmanOldStyle
    /BookmanOldStyle-Bold
    /BookmanOldStyle-BoldItalic
    /BookmanOldStyle-Italic
    /BookshelfSymbolSeven
    /Century
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CenturySchoolbook
    /CenturySchoolbook-Bold
    /CenturySchoolbook-BoldItalic
    /CenturySchoolbook-Italic
    /ComicSansMS
    /ComicSansMS-Bold
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /EstrangeloEdessa
    /FranklinGothic-Medium
    /FranklinGothic-MediumItalic
    /Garamond
    /Garamond-Bold
    /Garamond-Italic
    /Gautami
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Haettenschweiler
    /Impact
    /Kartika
    /Latha
    /LetterGothicMT
    /LetterGothicMT-Bold
    /LetterGothicMT-BoldOblique
    /LetterGothicMT-Oblique
    /LucidaConsole
    /LucidaSans
    /LucidaSans-Demi
    /LucidaSans-DemiItalic
    /LucidaSans-Italic
    /LucidaSansUnicode
    /Mangal-Regular
    /MicrosoftSansSerif
    /MonotypeCorsiva
    /MSReferenceSansSerif
    /MSReferenceSpecialty
    /MVBoli
    /PalatinoLinotype-Bold
    /PalatinoLinotype-BoldItalic
    /PalatinoLinotype-Italic
    /PalatinoLinotype-Roman
    /Raavi
    /Shruti
    /Sylfaen
    /SymbolMT
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Tunga-Regular
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
    /Vrinda
    /Webdings
    /Wingdings2
    /Wingdings3
    /Wingdings-Regular
    /ZWAdobeF
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 200
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 200
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 400
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDFs that match the "Required"  settings for PDF Specification 4.01)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




